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A Philosophical New Interpretation of
Laozi’s Views on You and Wu

Chien-Te Lin"

Abstract

Although Laozi’s Dao is unspeakable, in the Chapter One it suggests you and wu to
be the initiation of everything in this world. Laozi’s Philosophy, therefore, seems to
reveal the profound Dao via the relation of you and wu. This essay points out two ways
to access you and wu. First, the most basic foundation is wu, followed by you and then
everything else appears in this world; this can be viewed as vertical aspect. And this
vertical aspect seems relevant to Laozi’s philosophical thinking of inferring human
value from Tian Dao. Second, from the horizontal aspect, Laozi seems to view you and
wu as representatives to describe the opposition, union, and vicissitude of the duality of
this world. Once we interlace the vertical and horizontal aspects, we can say Laozi uses
the terms of you and wu to present its philosophy of inferring the dialectics of human
value from the permanent change of Tian Dao. Thus, Laozi’s viewpoint of you and wu

not only reveals its cosmology but also its views on value.

Keywords: You, Wu, Vertical aspect, Horizontal aspect, Change of Tian Dao, Dialectic

of human value

Assistant Professor, Institute of Religion and Culture, Buddhist Tzu Chi University, E-mail:
bhadanta@gmail.com.
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