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A Study of the “Non-Genre” Works in
Wen Yuan Ying Hua of Tang Dynasty

Tsung-Wu Chien”

Abstract

There is an article titled “non-genre” in Liu xie’s Wen Xin Diao Long, and the
essay discusses works which had not been named “Fu.” And there are also works
collected in Wen Yuan Ying Hua that are categorized as “non-genre,” but the scope and
quantity of the collected works in both books are quite different.

This writing is trying to analyze 26 “non-genre” works collected in Wen Yuan Ying
Hua in terms of their main themes, writing background, degree of using rhyme, and
structures. The analysis conducted here is trying to identify the similarities existed
among the works under study, so that we can gain a better understanding about their
historical background and literary phenomenon. With all the efforts given, the writer is
trying to present a clearer picture about the literary ecology of the time when the works
were written and also to better understand the vicissitudes of the development of the

“non genre” writings.

Keywords: “non-genre” “Fu”, Asking-Answering style (Dialogues), Sao style, Chi
style lian zhu style

Distinguished Professor, Center for General Education, Chang Gung University,
E-mail: twchien@mail.cgu.edu.tw.
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