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o far S SR EF R B R A E B R R B AR Y B R T AT
B ER BRI E HE Y BE R T A 7 SRR T BB LR 2 M
AR I R > HELBR — h) ] B B B0 ) 40 B B AR L S AR IZ E 7 1 2

(sl3F) Acak - ETE e r i E A B o £ RS - B1EA AR
o B4 BTE o~ KT S MRE  SEELRS o T TEE ) — 4 RAaTRER M RGE
HIERE - FREAE (AEME) el AARLE - REIEEAFZ 4 B
FRATT © RS~ R ~ 3078 ~ M, ~ SEJEL ~ SEAL RS ~ S8 5755 o
FEHP ) ETE - RE =T TRz — - Pl - (RGER) Bl - TEES - %
S CRGEMER) B TEE S BEIRES o )0

U (TRERD) BBt TEEEES A BB - BT 2 BT o ETE R B ABE
G o JEAT LT A AR R BREOLRS - i H ETE PR E - sl A GH R R - ) St sn
AR R (B = AR (ATTHT 59 4F) - FITES HIRRTERFEED « KB RS - KITES HER

> 5% (Berthold Laufer)ifi NEERK MR (SEHARE) TPl EsC T2E5 7] (sai-pi-li-K'ie
or sak-bi-lik-kya) i {FE 75 » F I ] LUSRHRRC RS « 85— ROChRIREEME N W
FHR : 55— EETe RS SIE R ST RS skt (e AR ) B 5 7 (Laufer, 1919:
214) o H—m B ERECE S BERE I 73 JE T IR Rk » MERZAIRE SRS AR © 25 —(lGm B 2 LU
BHNEE - MEEZEIER (BXIRE) RN TSR ) A2 ENE
T o RIS > AT LASIRAE B 47 I SR A5 AR BIRY R > JERZ AN 1B & 21 oy A Ry
1 -

POHERERE (RERIEITAR) ({8 http://www.baus-ebs.org/fodict_online/) o
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775 B (Medicago spp )W) » R TR A BICHEY) - (a8 [ =g o °
H1E BT RS 4 EILE TE (Medicago sativa) » 92 alfalfa B¢ lucerne » & H
FUHCEL ~ VE R B R B AR NEVEY) - EE T s A o 47 55 sk 35 A R A
it > WEOE o A IR S B A e S AN I B o T oy A A R P R R R S R S
FNARK » sl pl— LN BRI o B 2 8 A SORE T M A [R] Sk B B
AR B s (A ~KEE) - (EV R EEF) F o SamiE o E &+
RE > Al A — B E Y B g A, ~ R T v Y o B P B EE ) SCRR ~ B
MR B ST e P E T E R BRE A R P A R AT REARAS ~ DA
7 1 S Y B SR g ) i o

T~ BB 56 B Z AR AL 2

B (Peleus) RTil 22 cCHe 7 (Thetis) 5 #5 i » 1% 415 25 1E (Poseidon)Hfiy
& W UL Balius (Balog) 1 Xanthus (Eav0oo){F f#TRE1E 5 Z 1% - i
5Bl B TR - SRR SE R 8 R UL RS R TR R v DY o IR B e e A th 2 5E
W UL R o ORI ) 25 B fladt - 5 el SR BT B SR S R B - fthey Bk
FERHE PHRSE ~ AIROR B A R EIZ R R > Hrh.Z — 5l 2 hotég

avdpdv ad péy’ dprotog Env Tedapdviog Afog
3pp’ AyAedg URVIEV: O Yap TOAD QEPTATOG TEV,
inmol 0° ol popéeokov apvpova [nieiova.

aAL™ O pEV &V VIIEGOL KOP®VIGL TOVTOTOPOLGL
KelT' amounviocog Ayauéuvovt moiuévi Aadv
Atpeidn: Aaol 8¢ mapd pnypivi Bardocong
diokolo1lv TEpTOVTO Kol alyavEnoty 1EvTec
16E0101v 0°: Tnmotl 8¢ map’ GpUaGLY 0icLY EKOGTOC
AOTOV €pemtopevol EAed0penTOV TE GELMIVOV

£otooav...
Iliad Book 2: 768-777

Y SR (Trifolivm spp. )RS HEARIE = HEEL - [RIILH SR A AR o
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AR RAELER  AREREK >

BAIRAT 6 B S FHE RO R T HL g% -

T AN R EGSAZH
HETHEHRGLT > ERGKF LR

oty Kb 7 Bl B

AR R G4 e HE RS

LBERGBRBRALE  REHBE

Refeh = Loy Btk MABERE -

(ALY % =% 768-777 4T

MR B A RN LM S SN2 R B 5T 28 0 - A iR
XA votég —F » HEEHEE R BIZHRE > HA—E R HE - — AR ETE
M2 & Medicago polymorpha B & Medicago sativa » \fi I~ & 75 RSPy
AT ©

hotég F— i RIS BT ; (H2 SR ER LU RER - K
## Henry George Liddell Bil Robert Scott fi ) 7 Mi SC — % SO @t i A 7 i)
(A Greek-English Lexicon))fiERE » B T 1H 2 n] & :

1. clover, trefoil, Trifolium fragiferum
2. fellbloom, Lotus corniculatus

3. =tijMg, fenugreek, Trigonella foenum-graecum
4. Trigonell agraeca

5. =xbtico¢, Medicago arborea

B —FEu] g & ¢ clover, trefoil, Trifoliumfr agiferum » G X B2 strawberry

> G475 1 (Herodotus, Book 2: Section 92)F2 [ KRB (hotoc) » LI ATRE Z5E1E © T
TS TEE WA AIBIZEEN L - HEEES DR Z 5 B iiE -
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clove, I EIGERL MM ) > tha ARG T RREEE ) - HREE
H Hff (Dioscorides)H 7& (Dioscorides, Book 2: Chapter 177)$& %) 4 H & 1y #l
FE Bl 2 3 B (Trifolium) + ) MG » FEEMEK - g8 - siLEAE S 7
i o © T L7 B S S AR A 5B o 2 (Hellmut Baumann)f35(E (57
M MHEE ~ BT Bl B g iEY) 7Y (The Greek Plant World in Myth Art and

therature)ﬂﬂtﬁgﬁﬁﬂl%ffﬁ% toBE - HEDRAENMHFEREBHED
(Trifolium) » thyg /A H 1 @AY < )5 2 ACIK B b 4L ﬁﬁiﬁ(TheophrastUS) ’

DR EER =R ’f@% c HREAE (HHYIERIE) (Enquiry into Plants)#e %
Lotog(Trefoi ) 3 1 & RAE X B » 1 JEAE L. b & 45 (Theophrastus, Book 7:
Chapter 8, Section 3) ; W & 2|f& 1 3 — 4 5{ W F 4 2§ % (Theophrastus, Book 7:
Chapter 13, Section 5) ©

¥ fE n] g =2 : fellbloom, Lotus corniculatus, H T 5% X E 4L H
Bird’s-foot Trefoil f[] Birdfoot Deervetch » X G R {EEIZE R T HARIE L » £E P
[ i AL S5 M A RS - BRAREE R ~ BN~ PTG~ IR~ BRPY ~ A
%ﬂﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁfﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁ [K] £ %€ 3¢ Bird’s-foot Trefoil » th A] LLEN 35 il 5 il ==

B = fH O] RE S © & & E (fenugreek, Trigonella foenum-graecum) » X fHZE
TR HE -~ HH - S WAL - BHBNR D 7% B—F4 TP
fERa R B — R AEY) » B R R FI i gE 5 NMER R - th
& TEEER o HAIRAESE RABESERE A =M - e - JEE -
% E S (veteh) » 38 th R HIE MY Aotog i) GE 2 & 1 o & T 5 it
Ve lE > FRBIEDYI ~ T~ H A REEF AR - HEC R AR
AHEY) > ZRAEESR - Wk > HECHBELEEE - #imK SO > ES
ABEER R TEfE) —F -

8 223% Tess Anne Osbaldeston fifZ2[/) 4 (Osbaldeston, Book 2: Section 177): “Medica recently
sprung-up is similar to meadow trifolium (clover) but when more grown it becomes
narrower-leaved, sending out stalks similar to trifolium with seeds the size of a lentil, twisted

around like a little horn.”
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BewH - bk Om e (FRIEREEEE L) I e T A Bl 4EY) 22
Mo N g wlE e > WD E > B HRERD) > W REE
WREE S MR~ JUEER) ~ BUALED ~ AR - AT~ BALML - B BHEEE S
ARG 0 1982 0 H 273-275) « B ME (REIDHEARME B O
SCASRRYE ) T —E PR B THIRE 0 P AT B SR 5 3% E BRI S hulba
(xulba) - FIERTRFHVERGRAE « (NAS T A THAL & Ee - Fr L B
K E P IHI R © (H2 - 25 B A 4 B A 08 R R Y BEGR - fth B2 H A B SRR

Mg F 2 EE YR RIS FE (AT 1056-1064 F)HY (ARFL) ) (Laufer,
1919: 271-272) » * Daniel Zohar 7E Domestication of Plants in the Old World:
The Origin and Spread of Cultivated Plants in West Asia, Europe, and the Nile
Valley $& W) E1 2L 1 & B (fenugreek, Trigonella foenum-graecum);g i (XA
RENRXBEGTEY) 2 — > ZHE RG-St B #HE - £+
o AmAe gt ~ PYrg R ~ FIEDEE L /7 (Zohary, 1988: 110) 5 Wb #E &
TR R 8 OF 28 I FERZ AN E LG B - (B2 7 E25% 7 il (Sparta Plain) 82 i
# J& X BH (Mycenaean Civilization) Y] {1 %& 7% JE il 242 B (The Peloponnese
Peninsula)#l rlREFEAH o LL 9} » Daniel Zohary #3H [ij £ 2IHY) & (kAL i1
B f& - (carbonized fenugreek seed) : 2N JTH] 4000 4 » ] 5i(Tell Halaf,
Iraq)’ s £ 2% (¢ LA » DLB 51 (Lachish, Israel) s 2% JCHT 3000 4 » 2 Kz (Ma’adi,
Egypt)(Zohary, 1988: 111) ;& 263 fy 5% 3 & LS HA R AL 8 s I X > R 2 A4S
A A L > SR I R AR T o A MR bt [ AT Sy 1 R e B 5 | S 2 o

2B VU FE O] §E 5& : Trigonell agraeca > THHE B JEMEY) » F1 Trigonella
foenum-graecumg A o KB WriE A CHEPIERSE) $& 2] Motog n] LIRS

T RIS  HRESIEE GBI | I (SO s B T
IR AR 2 ) Gl : REBSEIA » 1964) 5 FIFEIERSAR o BUEERET (PBig
B ¢ RO AR (BEL B ARARA 5 1975) -

S BRI T FISOR povxépas » AT odhney » AR Tk o

" R E GRS (Tell Hala) B3 BHLEY S AR 7 o S50 ATEAT 4000 ERF 5 1
Tutankhamen SEEEUL T 555 » 85 15 (R A052897) -
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& K #4 ¥} Z — (Theophrastus, Book 9: Chapter 7, Section 3) ; ZE RS 5H — IR
pelidowtog: X H AL “melilot”(Theophrastus, Book 7: Chapter 15, Section 3)°
BRI R ¢ At = FEE B KK H 18 (moon trefoil » Medicago
arborea) » i FAAY) o B MM R HLA4E o KRG R AT CREPIER
7e) =4e ¥ tree-medick (Medicago arborea) @y B IEB KA K » (A& IR
W #& xoTioog (Theophrastus, Book 4: Chapter 16, Section 5)° 3% 3 %< JE (Pliny the
Elder) { HA 1) (The Natural History)$& B cytisus (Pliny, Book 13: Chapter
47, Section 130)'" —#f » AT LA He e » ATREALE AL = BE R -

R E (P k) %:% 768-777 17 » ERHIFEHNL EEZE
TEFF IS IS - SERERIALE » 55 776 1T €ledbpentov —5 » HEAZE " &IE
SRR o A DU SR BIZHY L (hotog) - BEMEF AT o ( BAEE) HIEE
Awtog 0 fifizft Telemachus &S BEFE Menelaus £V E > FFEE FEE
YRR E

inmovg 6 €ig 10GKMV ovk d&opat, GALL ool aDT®
€vBade Aelyo dyolpa: ob yap nedioto dvaooelg
g0péoc, @ &Vl UEV AmTOG TOAVG, &v 88 KOmEpoV
mopoi te (elai te 18 €VPLELVEG KPT AEVKOV.
605&v & '10akn ovT” Gp Spdpotl eVpéec 0VTE TL ASIUDV:
aiyifotog, koi pdriov Enfpatog intoPfotolo.
0V YAp TIG VAC®V ITTAAATOG 000 EVAEIN®V,
ai 0 aAl kexMiatar: 10akn 6¢ 1€ kal mepl Tacémv.
Odyssey Book 4: 601-608

10 (@SR ) (The Natural History)ig—/MNEZCHEA T : “There is also a shrub called cytisus, which
has been remarkably praised by Amphilochus of Athens as a fodder for all kinds of cattle, and
when dried for swine as well, and he guarantees a yearly return of 2000 sesterces for an iugerum

of it, even on only moderate soil. It serves the same purpose as vetch, but produces satiety more
quickly...(Pliny, Book 13: Chapter 47, Section 130)”;2 #[f") cytisus A]§E & Medicago arborea.
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Alfalfa in Homer’s Epics and Chinese Literature:
A Comparative Study on the East and West Plants

in Ancient Times

Yu-Yen Chang’

Abstract

Alfalfa, or more precisely, Medicago sativa, was introduced from Xiyu to China
during the Han Dynasty by Zhang Qian as chronicled in Records of the Grand Historian
and from Persia to ancient Greece around the sixth century BCE. This paper aims to
explain if the forage Awtov in lliad Book 2: 775-777 “inmot 8¢ mop’ &puacty oictv
£K00T0g AMTOV Epemntopevol EAe00pentdv te céhvov Eotacoav” is the same as alfalfa.
Four approaches in this paper include: first, to sort out the likely referents for Awtov by
casting light on the horse forage in the ancient Greek contexts; second, to better
understand the historical background and cultural connotations of Medicago sativa in
diverse Chinese literatures; third, to trace the tradition and innovation about the image
of alfalfa in Chinese culture; fourth, to give a more comprehensive perspective to
explore how the plants such as Medicago sativa can bear testimony to the process of the
interaction between the East and the West. We can conclude from all these related
pieces of information that what Achilles’ horses consume on the Trojan plain may be
other species instead of Medicago sativa; however, the introduction of Medicago
sativa—westward to the Mediterranean area and eastward to China—can best showcase
the existence and vitality of the East-West contact in ancient times.

Keywords: Medicago sativa, Alfalfa, Homer’s Epics, Horses, Plant
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