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From “A Pair of Embroidered Pillows” and “A
Pleated Skirt” to “A Piece of Sky”:
Women’s Issues in the Core Curriculum

Mei-Ching Lin®

Abstract

The Center for General Education at Chang Gung University launched “Core
Courses” (Core Curriculum) in the academic year of 2013. Modern fiction is a core
course categorized into humanities subjects. It teaches the appreciation and
interpretation of modern Chinese fictions by focusing on the theme of women. During
the course, students are divided into ten groups for group reports. Their group reports
have to show their understanding and interpretation of fictions, and how they can be
read in relation to the theme of women.

Fictions that are covered in the course are divided according to different periods.
These include women'’s fictions in the 1930s and in the 1980s. For fictions in the 1930s,
attention is brought to texts such as those by Shu-Hua Ling and Hai-Yin Lin. Their
works reflect women’s fate and reasons for women’s plight in that period. For fictions
of the 1980s, Chiung-Chiung Yuan’s work My Own Sky can be considered highly
representative. It won the 1980 United Daily News Literature Prize for fictions. The
title of the fiction has almost become synonymous with women’s awakening. The
fiction encourages women to step out of the stereotypes of second sex, accessories and

tool for childbearing so that they will be able to pursue a piece of their own sky.

Professor, Center for General Education, Chang Gung University
E-mail: ching@mail.cgu.edu.tw
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The discussion of works in these two different periods are just examples showing
how the course enhances students’ understanding of modern Chinese fictions and
women’s issues. Group reports followed by feedbacks from fellow classmates, teacher
and teaching assistant reinforce students’ interest and confidence in forming their own
interpretative strategies. The course aims to prompt students to reconsider through the
window of literature, women’s issues and the changes in women’s status in the society
from the 1930s to the 1980s. After teaching the course for two years, I believe the

overall result shows that the teaching goal of the course has been effectively achieved.

Keywords: Modern Fiction, 1930s, 1980s, Women
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