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e SR — % &R EF 45 K # (Sir Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul )i 4E 52K H T H
E RN ELIRE SR > (H 72 1 {th 50 555 3t sl 3R B0 2 1B 1R 1F R A 2 A R 6
R A VE f AN st 75 R €8 0 SRR ES = AR TE R AV ELES - R A fth i 05 3 &
A SCAL AR /0 38 2K - AT A fth il 5 — {18 15 Bt B Gl v B 32 S G A € A
B ET I BLEE o AR T B - RS T HE - (HZHME K B R bk &
Z £ {EFR Wilson Harrish [z Derek Walcott ~[6] » IR ATIKIT L E &E » i
ANEE Il BETE B2 SO0 T B A M S NS R AR S JC H R Z Harrish £ Walcott
(PN RN b AT e S PNEOE =S I A 0P S B PN 71k A S
AN » ZAE AR AR E > U H MR IRT BB W AR HE R LA
FA) W EI Rk

John Cooke (1980)ffF 5275 I i b5 30 FE S » M E8 B3 AN Rl fi> — M ls AC AR &
& AR R G - AR Y st s Y I A o RS Tt P9 A R B AR
BRI L @R » Cooke 1 2 B3 T LHBAYEE L (a vision of land) » * HIA%
BewifE CEAENLL) (The Middle Passage) — FH{EiE T MIAER R IN#) L
HE R HUEAUE > Cooke 3855 H B R IR AH Y AN 2 BLAGHY st 5t APtk & - 1Mo
et s (historical order of landscape) - Cooke 25 IR AT ER 1 1F
Mo BER LG R L SO YA B o S B B RO AR B R sk (K Y 2 A
111> o Cooke HY T 125 2 M 7 T MBHE A » th g8 A ST 7 2% 00k 7 Bk 50 8 7 1

U R (MBI (An Area of Darkness) 4K FGEIE (FSRAN George Lamming % Aft
AT RRTE T B & A% ORI IRRETRE © 5394 » ZRUKETHY/ NGR4T The Mystic Masseur 1
Miguel Street <453 LLT B £ 75 S HOWIER/ N -

2 22[H John Cooke MJEHSC ( FHIFIEE) ((EEHZE » FUCS “A Vision of the Land: V. S.

Naipaul’s Later Novels,” Journal of Caribbean Studies 1 (1980) o

Jii 58 S “To feel “in place” in Naipaul’s world requires putting present, felt experience in a

historical context, in other words, in a framework providing a sense of historical continuity or

tradition.” K John Cooke, “A Vision of the Land: V. S. Naipaul’s Later Novels,” Journal of

Caribbean Studies 1 (1980): 33-4
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B% T Cooke 9t » th A 1R 2 B2 2 T 72 2 5% 18wl 60 JA8 s Y = 45 » 1401 Dagmar
Barnouw (2003) £ (R I @IS N ) (Naipaul's Strangers)— 35 H1 {5 23 I #i #Y
MRS e MR RS Tl DA ATt O m ) A8 5k 38 4 16 7 B AR B 51 » 1 B
35 LI o 88 A Y U 1 B b I Y 5 TR A M T R A R o 0 e
AN > ARk A R o o 6 A R AR A SRR AR AT R o DRI RS R S A R
58 2 T R B T ol R B R SR AN o SR UK AH S R s 2 — PR ER RS
BE S e (g A R 5% SHE PR IR O 2 LAY PR 5L B S8 RIERL AR A H B Y JRE 52 1 R
B2 3 73 b R RE 1T A 2 A JRE 5l - PR R s DAES R B IR B (5K © SR IR A (Y
PER ) (An Area of Darkness)&E W33 JiE i -

PPN ZE S BERALETF I TR TR R &
FHRFFE?XANR B EARPANFEETFOGEELA T
BEHRER ?AEARTHRERTROOBT > HEERBLIFH
BRI EALREFIIEGE T EARE > ARANAKM T TR
BREAARME s ARMR > TROHPETFRA RE - EFFRTE
BAEWEYLFFTARINEY o sShAF M A & 26 E O AREE >
Eﬁﬁ*%i#%éﬁ&ﬁ@%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ia%*mO#W fy %
BT BT A o A REWNBEEZ T ENEOFERRK &
—EAt AT —EARAE RS HRGERE > HERTAE T
HIEOTREAPR RERFRGF c BRESHOPEANELEAE

Y EEHE# > FXS “[Naipaul’s] historical awareness, the desire to locate past events in the flux
of time for orientation in the present, was not part of his West Indian background but of his British
education.” I, Dagmar Barnouw, Naipaul’s Strangers (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
2003) 132 -
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18 B AP AL AR A WA 1 ELIEHS B - RIEH A AR A o B RS
FERRRERI TR - SR B A EIVEE A JRE sl SCAE A & 8 AR ZERINR IR AU AR - (5
T 5 25 8 A R R AR AVE IR B RV > R IR LI LA - fhiE
38 SR ] SR B LR EID L U A S i 5 T s e SR ARG - i AN BRI
B R o AR BE L DU 1 A JER S0 A H 2 B R SR M 3K - 38
AMERS I - SRR LS 5 B G LB ERAM > REHEE
A s TEEE S ol (R Rk A fth (M PR ol A B — el A e 0

SCER /NSt A N - ot ] 52 2 1 ) 5 5 A R T DA A 0 L £ BT 5 4% - R
AN — F AR AR A B AR R o AR R > i B N E A E A B
1 IR - ftpy /NG SR 2 72 S T sth O PR BE FEAE - R HERIG R B C ik
Z B s BRI R A TR AN [R] L A R P A R R R R
fl 5 SRRV R AE - MBI FRAIGEL] - HEFERRH - R CH HAVE
BE) (In a Free State)d 45 i fl Hf - 3 04 B4 (0038 (2 1 £ 15 oy XY 224l
% > 1L W R AN RE A H AR 75 0 A - B EM MR T B AR

> EEHE - FS “And it is well that they have no sense of history, for how then would they be
able to continue to squat amid their ruins, and which Indian would be able to read the history of
his country for last thousand years without anger and pain? It is better to retreat into fantasy and
fatalism, to trust to the stars in which the fortunes of are written... and to regard the progress of
the rest of the world with the tired tolerance of one who has been through it all before. The
aeroplane was known to ancient India, and the telephone, and the atom bomb: there is evident in
the Indian epics. Surgery was highly developed in ancient India; here, in an important national
newspaper, is the text of a lecture proving it. Indian shipbuilding was the wonder of the world.
And democracy flourished in ancient India. Every village was a republic, self-sufficient, ordered
controlling its own affairs; the village council could hang an offending villager or chop off his
hand. This is what must be recreated, this idyllic ancient India.” V.S. Naipaul, An Area of
Darkness (London, New York: Penguin, 1968) 201-2.

VEZ BHEE o R “[Tlheir interpretations of their history are almost as painful as the history
itself.” V.S. Naipaul, An Area of Darkness 202.
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H C ik Z ¥ LHEAYEE 1 (a vision of the land)ify & EE & - HHICHE - LR L
TiEREEHMASG T AR - SBREEREN - RG> HER
BHERART o RS R IRTT &0 > B A A n]Re A 55 2 8R kol SO B 1%
111 45 H s S B A WD AR AL A T A B o fthas A B AR R A [ HE [ T R
B A N BRI Rm & B M LER A A

2R U Hh ST M P A S S A b A ' oty 2RI > L AL 1/ NERE 2001
T GRAEAR) (Half a Life) F12004 /) (BEETE 1) (Magic Seeds)
RYL T HEHE L - # 5 TR N B o S8 AN R R B R AL D Ly
NG AR EE o DAZE A R N A ARG Fs s S il - R ZEAR ) B EE b DU
Al =R+ AR FIEE 0 SRR 50 e H AR R D SRR O ~ B
1 D B8 i B Bk A FILZ AR AR 22 1 FRIN A + VAT IR » #dt 1 oM g+

VEH B &% - R L © “Perhaps that had been the only pure time, at the beginning, when the ancient
artist, knowing no other land, had learned to look at the ancient artist, knowing no other land, had
learned to looked at his own and had seen it as complete. But it was hard, travelling back to Cairo,
looking with my stranger’s eye at the fields and the people worked in them, the dusty towns, the
agitated peasant crowds at railway stations, it was hard to believe that there had been such
innocence. Perhaps that vision of the land, in which the Nile was only water, a blue-green chevron,
had always been a fabrication, a cause for yearning, something for the tomb.” V.S. Naipaul, “In
a Free State,” In a Free State (1971) 247.



RPEN ik @88, - BB W

—BRATHY AT CREE M 1) HIBZ ORIl B JE N (2 1 A2 0 - S lE 2
8T JE R AR AR B PR (R 5 /Nl B & 38 B R - i SRR & AN 22
Ak 0 (B RE 204k A e B 0 B VA AE A A v B A AR T AR
VT o TR A RO 00 R+ AT DK S T A R e TR B A
B PR A BB AR BY - (4R E R AR ROt SR [R] 7 Sl o AR i A e A
A4 o RICHEE S HOREAE » FMARE (BERE ) g0 maE%E 2 Al
RTE A NER =GR ? AR AR - A RE R YRR &S R R
B ff 2 ? B E R S — B R E b o AR FEA S (e 2

3 A0 ART S0 B A W SCAS AT - QAR AIE) M (LR 7 ) EEBRKK
MR A RO EY - EE W A - Bk T SRR RIS - RS R 2
R > SR oy BIRCER 1 AT EIRE ~ SRR AR E = fla sth i () R AR RE -
H GRAEAE) ARy A 558 i B A W 52 - (HUfR S0 1 8 A 2
TEF > ILEEEA R B AL e i S BRI RC % - A W)l a] i 5 g 2
18 JEE SRR N ZE AR LR 5 -t n] SRS SR A N 3 B o £ A
IR th DARE g g 07 SR8 A 1 3 T st A SR R MRS BRI BT —
Hb o HLHERS AR AT — - BIE CBEETE 1) FARMIEERE TIEEER
» LAY B IR R TE TR - NS G e A 7T - G BIEEAIRIR © fE
e 5 FIT BLT- R L 16 g e - (HLOE L 10 S B A BE R 15 » ORI T IR AR T
AR BREIRITIME - A LIBE SRR - sE BHA K - IR A LAY
1o RS R A0 L 55 - WAHE AR TR — B RUR s A RA A
PRI R A -

TR ¢ RGO o o KRR

FIVEE @ R IR R IR AR - BRI S » BRSO BT B UL S R % 34
A& BEIRGEAE - KM E WD E KRR —EE PR EN LR RALEE - RIIREE
FIVRE B (B r - i B T B 53 R ) R o SR SR AR AR o (YR AR )



HERE- 3 - TTRIKIE ¢ PRI ERAEAR) B CREBE T

(HELUEIFE Bl E a8 A E — S > E A A 4 Rl R A EAS -

WS R AR B PRI ) SRR 1 i fige 68 0L ) 2 B F 2K > BRI 22 4 R Willie
Somerset Chandran » H v TR B TRy 1 A H 2 — B A FISE B A /E 5 William
Somerset Maugham )8 35 [ i% » A BL R UL A 4 o & 2858 72 — {1 R A B
o AR R B {75 ARG 0B BT S B s QA R IR H 1 B 2R AN 2 L
JRE s RS ARGGR#T » F R H L) BRI s iy R B - fthpry [ A 15 52 4 I Wi 3l 1)
FESALH AR - FNEE AR BRZ H{E -

R AT R o ETRE Y i 2 JE T 2R IR 7 BRORE DUME A= B B[] 9%
fa o AU & BOG I B BN AR A B 7 i BN B SE RS - (H R K% B ED
FEN RAEIRMERT » ()15 (£ KR LR B AT 22 2= vy o ORI B R @ I BEE R 4% ) i
g% > (Al BOE R A A T A A (1 S AR RS - ST 52 A it e ) e Ak 2 i (o 40
CRAEAE o R B 1 A A RS A B3 AT A 1T M SRR R SRR SF RS AR )
TR BRI o R A g A2 0 58 21 R 52 B8 1 T A 9 W i AORT 9 ¥ ) e - A LA
— {18 B R e A P A B B M —— R R B B AR A DU
{ER - LUEEE TOET RS 1 B9 AR TS /5 20—t IR B 5% o [ B i 2 57 BE b g
—%2r5 o £ IR 0 A0 #8555 2 1 R WIUTERANEE - % [A Maugham
IS E A - SEIMBIR AR 27 A AL & 2 A e T A IR s L 5 |
PR PR R I 1T S 11 ol 15 L » 58 W0l 7 2 B 8 541 T S R BT T 2 SCAL Y o 3 Pl
£ o HERBEE A5 = AR ZE SR A (R AR - AE AR A
BRI T > FURMAIRE » G I BB % PRI - °

18— BH B BN SO RGA - s ARG 8% T AHACHU TR RS » B 5F
B A i A BRI 6 s S A JHE ) 2 A TR A s A RO B 1 AT D E A T R K
AR EIVEE L3t b R R 0 St PR AR R EE AN S o AR (R LR -
ST W PSS Y R R AR R e TRk RIS o SR TP ORI S AL
U AR 25 DRI A [ A B Y e 1 TSR 38 7 < il 1F P R oy A\ AR g ol 2 Py » O
BIRWEH S o Tkl ) IRA R ENE S m I AEERERL » — B R AL

SN CRERAZIERT) (The Mystic Masseur) L2411, ©



RPEN ik @88, - BB W

ISR T7 2 (85 2 > 2R A 38 5 FI B A A AN T i S Sy sk > A
RE P —( [PE 3% ket > AR E R CRBER - AIEAR T Q Kt JEH
JALL -

R (BRI L) e R EEE LR T A B RT i
F 914 A A 2 I EE K58 SCAL R RE S A o i S4H A BT B FF B CIRARRY 75
ORI CHE B R BI ) #RA 3R Bl AR i 502 —BRAY » AR At & 1 A 9141
SCBERHEN LR - b B 1SMAH A E 2P TO0% » sAHBEER T - B ER
B T B [T ) B - 3 A ot A P DR D A S O R A R R R S e £
oo KA B R IRB L 5 KL E R AR R R o BRI R
20 o DRI FIEE 7 SCAL B A3 (AR 94 2R SCAL B ] T R AR 5 (] 1 1 0k
1> 5 e O [T M e 1 fth S S SE T S AR o (R O IR A AL P R s 2 B Y
LRS- Hfth SRt B H AR S S E TR E v sE R R L
P 2R o BB BRI s A% o fthaZ i sth B I RE 09 & B3 12 1 FHE R
W - b REA ] LI E 2 U W H S H SR E R S
B REAL /Y BABH 2 > AT $ 1T R B e A R o 1 A I 3 I A AT B A
APRY R E S RVETEE R E - g M e st W E H C & b o @RI A

* ZEZSHEEECC ... 1 cannot help feeling that as soon as he had left his village he ceased to
see... He had abandoned India; and, like Gold Teeth, he denied Trinidad. Yet he walked o solid
earth. Nothing beyond his village had stirred him; nothing had forced him out of himself, he
carried his village with him.” V.S. Naipaul, 4n Area of Darkness 30.

SR Z5 I F S ¢ “Ten month later I was to revisit Bombay and to wonder at my hysteria. It was
cooler, and in the crowded courtyards of Colaba there were Christmas decorations, illuminated
stars hanging out of windows against the al back sky. [ was my eye that had changed... Fear was
what I felt. Contempt was what I had to fight against, to give way to that was abandon the self I
had known. Perhaps in the end it was fatigue that overcome me. For abruptly, in the midst of
hysteria, there occurred periods of calm, in which I found that I had grown to separate myself
from what I saw, to separate the pleasant from the unpleasant... I had learned too that escape was
always possible, that in every Indian town there was a corner of comparative order and
cleanliness in which one could recover and cherish one’s self-respect. ” V.S. Naipaul, An Area of
Darkness 45.
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HREPERMLUNZ BRSNS » R ANER - REHE
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Karmakar, Rahul. “Indian temple revives ‘human sacrifice.”” BBC Online News/ South Asia. 3
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Apr. 2002, 11:46 GMT 12:46 UK. <http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/1908706.stm>
Pandey, Mahesh. “Priest ‘makes human sacrifice.””” BBC Online News/ South Asia. 27 Mar. 2003,
13:53 GMT. <http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/2892333.stm>
“Girl found dead in Chitrakoot, human sacrifice suspected.” Indian Express.com. 11, Oct. 2008 02:21
IST. <http://www.indianexpress.com/news/girl-found-dead-in-chitrakoot-human-sacrifice-suspected/
371997/ >
4 H V.S. Naipaul, Magic Seeds (New York, Toronto: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004) 148-60.
JEE 5 SC ¢ “A fiction based not just on landscapes, but historical landscapes presented such a
radical departure from Naipaul’s early novels that this new impulse only became dominant seven
years after his Caribbean tour... Naipaul’s return to the Caribbean had prompted a new focus, the
historical landscape in his later works.” H John Cooke 32-3 o

- 10 -
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1 Theo Tait, “Vicious Poke in the Eye,” London Review of Books (25" Anniversary Part Two )
vol.26 no.21.4 (November 2004): 39-40.
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John McLeod (200 {EMAY (B EImE) (Postcolonial London)—ZEH »
LAFg JE/N Dan Jacobson 54 » #5H — L 1L.O ~ SROFAN - H1R % Jid R iy #r
HEVERBERIRAL - 12324 2 PR B R IS 1 A S M 2 > b A7 5 fiw 2 ~ DR 5%
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Enigma of Arrival) Wt « T BCEAIGERE R X - oA o6 380 IR 212K 2 i
B HARIGRBE AR R R H B Ja B L o 1 P i
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o 17 SR [ 8 R v 0B I B G 2 R T A ORI A D B ) B SR R £ 7 I

VEZ BHEE > [ “He thought the maharaja’s palace in his own state was far grander, more like
a palace... that the kings and queens of England were imposter, and the country a little bit of a
sham.” V. S. Naipaul, Half a Life (New York: Vintage Books, 2001) 50.

John McLeod, Postcolonial London: Rewriting the Metropolis (London; New York: Routledge,
2004): 60-1.

VEZ B2 » [ “So I grew to feel that the grandeur belonged to the past; that I had come to
England at the wrong time; that I had come too late to find the England, the heart of empire,
which (like a provincial, from a far corner of the empire) I had created in my fantasy.” V. S.
Naipaul, Enigma of Arrival (New York: Vintage Books, 1987) 130.
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7 EEEEE o [FICS ¢ “Riger said, ‘The little Marble Arch house was the seedcorn. I've been
climbing up that property beanstalk all the time, abd it’s got me here. It is true of at least half the
people on the street, though we might pretend otherwise.” H V.S. Naipaul, Magic Seeds 175.

B EFHE o [FSCS ¢ “Ordinary people can’t live in places like this. You would need a lot of

servants. These places were built in the days of many servants. Fifteen gardeners, umpteen
chambermaids. Those people don’t exist nowdays.” i V.S. Naipaul, Magic Seeds 198.

- 17 -



RPEN ik @88, - BB W

RE > BRAHRET °

HE 14 B o B ffy B (E 58 K R BH B I EE SRR - RIS IR IE I B
R » (ERE RSN BT - 115 LLBOE BT R G (E 15 LU IR IR 44 - 2K 1 58 Y
BN RIANARE R R > T —EF AT TR 7 SETAR 0 - s & AR R
RIS R B o E TIET FHIFER TR o 1 % AR 5 & 3R
FI >l B HE (i AT RALIAR - a0 3E 3 e R — Ak » NMRIRMEMA - [ THREHE
(e TR - R gHEIR ) Y o BRSO AR B 2 A B RE  R  fh
JELIW > AETRE AR AR E RN S BBIE R E 5= AT -

% () (Suckers) HIFHL 1 5 G HT 18 A4t Ffr Ja8 A 0 AR
s TNFE R - iR P 7 o B e S ik & R R I BE © i fRe ik — & (A
+ ) RIGCERFEGERIIA 220 7 — {8 W 6 Jo B JE PN 91 588 51 RO S » T
Wig — A RA (O BEA — B3 AR5 78R RSB AR
HIERRIER > BB AR AN s E RS E A o RO FE S B 5% R
TR AR EME T —HE AR REWMATEEN THEE ) TR
FEE AR - fEHRE - i ANEE G A A - REMEE L HE R
A AT A HD R ST SO ASREI o RO AR R A 1R S PR
Fi B 28 1) 5 92 e £/ VI RC IS - for B R 2 72 R SR IR VDGR 5 - 2
AN~ HR L PR AT ZE Ryl « & BGE & G400 BE 2 O A i 2 SR i
FEFEIN ~ ENEEFT A HIECIE ©

7 U T s P A R ) B RS BB » 2 R B TR B 3 R DR 5 4 T £
mE o HE T RMERER TEE AR A R R - E RN
SEMIBALA > (HAh IR AT — 1R B 15 DU BT sk 0 o BRI 80 - iR
=R M S B PR - IR ER A S A AR - th A

¥ VEEHE . [FSCS  “Climb down the property beanstalk.” V.S. Naipaul, Magic Seed 229.
0 PEEEE - FCS I am ready to run down the beanstalk and take an axe to the root.” V.S.

Naipaul, Magic Seeds 231
U VEEEE o [FSC ¢ “It is wrong to have an ideal view of the world. That’s where the mischief

starts. That’s where everything starts unravelling.” V.S. Naipaul, Magic Seeds 280.
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Alienation from the Land:
A Sad Story of the Tramp in V. S. Naipaul’s Half a
Life and Magic Seeds

Nai-Huei Shen”

Abstract

V. S. Naipaul is far more than just a “regional writer,” though he is usually labeled
as one of “Caribbean writers.” In contrast to regional writing which highlights men’s
commitment to the lands they lived or live, Naipaul’s works negate humans’ allegiances
to their homes and communities. Naipaul’s protagonists are mostly tramps who travel
the world and discard their local identities. Half a Life and its sequel Magic Seeds are
especially pessimistic because the protagonist loses the senses of place and belonging as
well. Both Half a Life and Magic Seeds depict the protagonist’s travels and stays in
India, England and Africa, which mirror both his physical paths and mental landscape.
Demonstrating his hero’s lack of “vision” of land, Naipaul sarcastically describes India
as nothing but the kingdom of illusion and disillusionment of revolutionary paradise,
England as “a sham,” its kings and queens as “imposters,” the English capitalist society
as Jack’s “beanstalk” and Africa as a magic castle as well as a prison for the hero. Tired
of all places of which he has no sense of identity, the hero remains as a tramp—a
stranger to all lands. In these two books Naipaul’s focus on conflict in the multi-cultural
landscape fortifies his hero’s homelessness as a stranger. This man’s journey of search
for a home and identity and his eventual alienation from land embody the senses of
insecurity and complexity, which characterize diaspora.

Keywords: V. S. Naipaul, Travel, Home, Diaspora, Alienation

Associate Professor, Department of English, National Dong Hwa University

Email:nhshen@gms.ndhu.edu.tw.
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