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Alternative Imagination of “Profession”:

A Study of “Nyu-Jie-Hwen-Yuan” in Eileen Chang’s Fictions

Mei-Ching Lin*

Abstract

Eileen Chang (1920-1995), a famous writer of modern Chinese literature, is unique
not just in her writing style and skills, but also in her topics focusing on women’s issues
within the transitional stage from the old to the new generation. She coined the term
“Nyu-Jie-Hwen-Yuan” (ZZ#54 B —literally, “female marriage worker”) in her fictions.
Though this interesting and special title has multiple meanings, its most basic
interpretation, meaning a woman who uses marriage as a profession or means to make a
living, offends the traditional sanctity of marriage.

This paper begins with an analysis of the professions of Chang’s female characters
to discuss the relationship between modern city and chances for women to have
professions. It focuses on the possible dangers involved and competency issues, which
may affect the female characters’ subsequent choices between marriage and profession.
Finally, by analyzing traditional family values and social expectations of the body, the

paper discusses the images and cultural meanings of “Nyu-Jie-Hwen-Yuan”.

Keywords: Eileen Chang, Nyu-Jie-Hwen-Yuan, Profession, Family, Body
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