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The Narration of “Weird” in the Strange Tales of
the Six Dynasties

Shih-Yun Chen”

Abstract

Since the end of the Han Dynasty, suspicion and doubts about the traditional
authority have disturbed the times and caused panic among the people. Confucian
traditional values are facing disintegration. Scholars have turned to seek individual
values and significance. The strange novels prevailing in this period naturally pay
more attention to the unusual and traditional “strange”. This article analyzes the
description of “weird” in Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties' strange novels
from three aspects of supernatural, weird and disaster. Combining with the religious,
social and political characteristics of the Six Dynasties, this article makes a cut-in
analysis under the relevant stories and constructs a world in which people, ghosts and
monsters coexist under the condition that “the invention of shinto is not falsely
claimed”. Its “weird” meaning, that is, the game narrative under anxiety, subtly
displays the psychological and cultural characteristics of the times through abnormal

alienation, banter and implicit explanation.

Keywords: Miraculous, Weird, Disaster-Stricken, Zhiguai
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