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Changes in Social Organizational Principles of

Taiwan Society

Dung-Sheng Chen”

Abstract

Professor Shao-Shin Chen proposed that social integration models of Taiwan
society evolved from tribal society, folk society and subsequently to national society.
Since colonial governments or external political regimes frequently invaded Taiwan and
controlled the territory in past four hundred years, this article argues that social
evolutionary theories are not sufficient enough to explain changes in Taiwan social
organizations and it is necessary to employ political power framework to examine these
issues. While these political regimes always prohibited freedom of citizens’ association
and impeded the development of civil societies, central political leaders regularly used
patron-client relationships to coopt local elites. In turn, these elites provided favors to
their followers in exchange for political supports. As a result, relation-oriented social
interactions had prevailed throughout the history. Based on comparison among three
communities located in the Taipei county, this study finds diversified social integration
models exist in the local level and internal social organizational principles within the
communities interweaving with society-wide organizational principles. However, it is
still possible for local community organizations to initiate social activities to establish

civil societies from bottom up.

Keywords: Social Organizational Principles, Social Changes, Civil Societies,

Folk Societies

Professor, Department and Graduate Institute of Sociology, National Taiwan University, E-mail:
dschen@ntu.edu.tw.
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