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Li Hong-Zhang and Spread of
Modern Western Medicine in China

Ming-Che Yang"

Abstract

Li Hong-Zhang, one of the most famous historical figures in modern China, has
been written by historians vastly. When historians discuss the spread of Western
technology and culture in China during the late Qing Dynasty, Li is an important figure
that cannot be overlooked, but the relationship between Li Hong-Zhang and the spread
of modern Western medicine in China has not been researched in-depth yet. This paper
aims to restore the important legacy of Li Hong-Zhang on the dissemination of modern
Western medicine in China.

This paper is based on a large number of Li-related historical materials, especially
the new “Li Hongzhang Collection”, which offers abundant resources to explore the
relation between Li Hong-Zhang and the modern Western medicine. In addition, this
paper reviews the reasons why Li Hong-Zhang promoted the modern Western medicine
from various perspectives. Li himself and his family chose Western medicine boldly,
and he supported the establishing of hospitals and medical schools enthusiastically. Li
Hong-Zhang adopted modern Western medicine wasn’t for military reason only, but
also from a broader perspective; he hoped that the modern Western medicine could be
used to take care of the Chinese people and strengthen the country. In the history of the
development of modern Western medicine in China, Li Hong-Zhang was certainly a

significant representative figure.

Keywords: Li Hong-Zhang, Western Medicine, Surgeon, Anhui Fiction

Associate Professor, Center for General Education, Chang Gung University, E-mail:
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