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2 “The Aethiopians say that their Gods are snub-nosed and black-skinned, and the Thracians that
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their hands or to make the works of art that men make, then horses would draw the figures of their
Gods like horses, and oxen like oxen, and would make their bodies on the model of their own”5|
H Arnold J. Toynbee, A Study of History, vol.1 (Oxford University Press, 1934), p.1.
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Changes in the Ancient World and the Problem of

Determining a Place for Confucianists

Cheng-Sheng Tu"

Abstract

This article examines the history of Chinese intellectuals from the perspective of
changes during China’s ancient period from approximately the collapse of the feudal
system to Qin and Han dynasties (550-200 BC), with an emphasis on the convergence
of politics, society, and culture as the title, “changes in the ancient world”. The
“intellectuals” during this period were not all “Confucianists” as we recognize today,
and the Confucians involved in this article were also a portion of the Confucianists at
that time.

The author believes that the Confucianists can trace back to retainers in the feudal
period. Unlike feudal retainers, however, the Confucianists formed their own separate
group, established the sixth ethical relationship, between teachers and students, of an
extremely close nature, and broke the narrow ethical principle by which feudal retainers
were responsible only to their superiors. In this way, they could contribute themselves
to take the responsibilities for the whole society. Furthermore, the Confucianists used
the moral integrity of the gentlemen, monopolized by nobles during the feudal period,
to motivate themselves. The key figure to promote this change was Confucius.

In this article, the author provides three characteristic figures, namely Confucius,
Mencius, and Xunzi to represent three different time periods as the period from the end
of the Spring and Autumn period to the beginning of the Warring States period, the
middle of the Warring States period, and the late Warring States period respectively.

Keywords: Confucianists, Confucian Six Arts, Rules for Disciples, Official, Recluse
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