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Friends of the Arts: Lou Yue’s Artistic Cultivation and

His Friends in Painting and Calligraphy

Kuan-Chung Huang"

Abstract

Like most Song literati, Lou Yao took the civil service exam and pursued an
official career. He served with distinction in key court and regional positions during the
middle period of the Southern Song Dynasty, while also participating in various public
welfare and cultural activities in his hometown. Moreover, he used his artistic interests
as a way to build ties with famous literati figures of his age. His collected works, the
Gongkui ji, provides us not only a perspective on contemporary political affairs and his
career, but also a depiction of his relations with other people in official, local and
artistic contexts.

Painting and calligraphy had no place in the civil service exam system, but Song
literati still collected works of art and cultivated their artistic sensibilities. This ability
and interest became another way to build up relationships beyond bonds established
through examination, hometown, schoolmate, colleague or marriage relations. Based on
the poems and essays on artistic subjects in his Gongkui ji, this article evaluates the
social use of art in Lou Yue’s life by examining the development of Lou Yue’s artistic

sensibilities and how he discussed artistic subjects with various acquaintances.

Keywords: Art, Social Network, Lou Yao, Painting and Calligraphy, Collector
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