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An Analytic Study on Tao Yuan-Ming-- Delight in
Study but Do Not Seek Abstruse Explanations

I-Shou Chi

Abstract

It is well known that Tao Yuan-Ming claimed himself to “delight in study but do
not seek abstruse explanations.” However, there are few researches on which books he
studied, what kind of comprehension he had from the books, and how he internalized
the comprehension. This paper points out that Tao was fond of reading Confucian
classics and historical books. From the comprehension of the Confucian classics, Tao
internalized it to form his ideal personality and values. Furthermore, Tao read most of
the historical books and scripts he could collect and wrote “The Records of the
Ministers of Sages,” an outline of general history. In addition, the paper will analyze
and sort out the kinds of “abstruse explanations” Tao did not pursue explanation to the
utmost. Conversely, he put much emphasis on comprehension. In the process of
studying the Confucian classics and the historical books, Tao refined his reading
method to comprehend the meaning of the books. Whenever he apprehended the
meaning, in his happiness he forgot to eat. Therefore, it is reasonable that he did not

seek abstruse explanations.

Keywords: Tao Yuan-Ming, “Delight in Study”, “Abstruse Explanation”,

LIS

“Comprehension of the Meaning”, “Forget to Eat in Happiness”

Professor of Chinese Literature, Chair of the Chinese Literature Department, NTU. Adjunct
Professor. Visiting Scholar, Cambridge University, UK. Senior Lecturer, Chinese University of
Hong Kong, E-mail: ishou.chi@msa.hinet.net
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