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The First Rainbow of Taiwan’s Landscapes:
The study of Poems of Eight Wonders recorded in
Gong-Qian Gao’s Taiwan Chorography, Yiwenzhi

Hsu, Hui-Yu"

Abstract

Taiwan first gained recognition for its Eight Wonders when author Gong-Qian Gao
collected a series of poems named Poems of Eight Wonders in his Taiwan Chorography
in which the poems of Gong-Qian Gao, Ti-Wu Qi, Zhang Wong, Shan-Zong Wong and
Qing-Wang Lin were recorded. These poems served as the first brushstroke of the
colorful rainbow known as the Eight Wonders of Taiwan. Soon after, more poems were
added to the Poems of Eight Wonders by other Taiwanese Poets and these poems
continued to be an important part of Taiwan Chorography to this very day. Other
versions of Poems of Eight Wonders during Ching dynasty were the combined great
works of away-from-home governors, gazetteers editors and local scholars in Taiwan,
which means the Poems of Eight Wonders recorded in Gong-Qian Gao’s Taiwan
Chorography, being the undisputed predecessor, is worth of study and discussion at
length. This essay aims to conduct a thorough analysis on the Poems of Eight Wonders
recorded in Gong-Qian Gao’s Taiwan Chorography in hopes of providing an adequate

assessment on their literary value as poetries.

Keywords: Poems of Taiwan Eight Wonders, Gong-Qian Gao’s Taiwan Chorography,
Ti-Wu Qi, Shan-Zong Wong, Qing-Wang Lin, Zhang Wong

Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Chang Gung University,
E-mail: s3315004@mail.cgu.edu.tw
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